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Welcome to SHIELD!  We are so glad that you have joined, rejoined, or are considering membership in our Christian home school support group.  We are looking forward to an awesome year and hope you find what you need to make your school year the best yet!  

SHIELD membership runs from June1st to May 31st.  We allow a grace period during the summer; however 2010-11 memberships that are not renewed will expire August 31, 2011. There will be a $10 late charge for renewing after that date.  (If you are new to SHIELD the membership fee remains $30, but we encourage you to join by August 31st.)  On September 1st we will have our most current directory and will begin a new email group.  If you have questions please contact one of the SHIELD Team Leaders.
Tracy Taylor, Strategy Team Leader                                                                 834-0316
ttaylor24@sc.rr.com

Karen Collins, Communications Team Leader                                                  445-6043
jk-kids@sc.rr.com

Beth Martin, Membership Team Leader                                                       957-6005   bethsmartin@hotmail.com
Academic Presentation Days

Academic Presentation Day Coordinators:
Contact Information:
Rhonda Hutchinson (fall)                                                                                       730-8510    rwhsmiles@aol.com


Valerie Harris (spring)
   957-5388   valeriemharris@yahoo.com

Academic Presentation Day is a time for your students in 3rd grade and above to present a 3-5 minute oral presentation on a topic of their choice relating to a given theme. Students typically develop and report on an interest sparked by something they are currently studying, such as a report on Daniel Boone or the building of log cabins when studying history, etc. This can be done in a variety of ways, including skits, display boards, drama, reciting poems, displaying art, playing instruments, etc.  Students in kindergarten through 2nd grade are not required to give an oral presentation but may participate by providing a display.

Academic Presentation Day is held twice a year the fall and spring. In the fall we focus on history and science. In the spring we focus on art, literature, and music.
The dates for this year are September 30, 2011 and March 9, 2012
~All SHIELD members are invited to attend even if not presenting~
Achievement Night
Achievement Night Coordinators:  
Contact Information: 

Tracy Taylor, Strategy Team Leader                                                                 834-0316
ttaylor24@sc.rr.com

Karen Collins, Communications Team Leader                                                  445-6043
jk-kids@sc.rr.com

Beth Martin, Membership Team Leader                                                      957-6005    bethsmartin@hotmail.com
Each spring SHIELD celebrates the achievements of our students!  Sometimes we forget what we’ve been doing all year in the midst of doing it and so we take a moment in the spring to recognize all the hard work of our students (and their parents!).  

The evening includes a Kindergarten Graduation and Special Recognition of our Seniors.  We hand out Certificates of Achievement to all participants 1st -11th grade.  We will also have tables for your students to display things they have made throughout the year.  Be creative; we want to be inspired!  The evening ends with cake and the distribution of our amazing yearbook!
We hope you will plan to attend next spring.
If you would like to help with this event, please contact one of our coordinators!
                                                                          Clubs

Club Coordinator:
Contact Information:

Mandy Dufries                                                                                                    996-1379    sixdufries@gmail.com
SHIELD offers a variety of clubs, and you are sure to find one to suit your family’s needs.  We currently have girls’/boys’ clubs for most age/grades.  We also have had several hobby-specific clubs such as Chess Club, American Girl Club, Lego Club, Book Club and Healthy Mom’s Club.  SHIELD is always excited to add new clubs to our listing as interests arise.  SHIELD has also had other clubs based upon different fun and challenging curriculum.
Do you have a fantastic idea for a club?  Bible study?  Horseback riding?  Archery?  Roller Skating?  Bowling?  Photography?  Scrap booking?  The ideas are only limited to your imagination.  
Please contact Mandy Dufries if you are interested in starting a new club or helping with an already established group.
                                                               Family Fun Night
Family Fun Night Coordinator:
Contact Information:

April Roebuck                                                                                         356-1310      roebucks_5@windstream.net                   
50’s Sock Hop

Friday, October 7, 2011    -     7:00-10:00 pm     -     Willow Ridge Church

Cost - $5.00 per person in advance, $7.00 at the door (Ages 5 and under free)

Family maximum cost is $25.00 in advance, $30.00 at the door

Register at the Kick-Off Meeting.

To register by mail send check payable to SHIELD to: Jonathan Liva, 270 Browning Court, Lexington, SC  29073

Any questions, please contact April Roebuck at roebucks_5@windstream.net or 356-1310

                                                  Father / Daughter Tea Party

Father/ Daughter Tea Party Coordinator:
Contact Information:

Donya Jacobs                                                                                                                        ddddjacobs@msn.com
We will be having a special time for fathers to spend time with their daughter(s) this spring. We will be serving tea & an array of good treats. Tea etiquette will be presented along with several games. Look for more details to sign-up in February. This will be a time to bring out any hats & gloves & cherish the memories! Look for more details and sign up information in your email and The Encourager in the spring. 
If you are interested in helping with this event in the spring, please contact Donya.

                  Saturday, March 31st, 2012            2:00-4:00                       Location to be announced. 
                                                                        Field Day
Field Day Coordinators:  
Contact Information:
960-8312 (home) or adamwn2yahoo.com
Ellen Nagelvoort
  960-8312    adamandellen@windstream.net

Family Field Day---Fun For the Whole Family!            For all members of SHIELD - NEW & OLD

Come have a blast with your own family as well as others, participating in all kinds of games and relays!  There will be prizes for everyone and YES it is in AIR CONDITIONING!!!!!!  Hurray!  

Please sign up for this event tonight or email me to let me know how many family members are coming. 

                 August 20, 2011       9:30-11:30         Mt. Horeb United Methodist Church gymnasium
                                                                         RSVP by August 15
               *Please consider helping with this great event, at LEAST 3 helpers are needed!*      
                                                                        Field Trips

Field Trip Coordinators:  
Contact Information:

Kristi Antley                                                                                                604-7876     turnthepage222@msn.com
Heather Schaub                                                                                              233-4059        theschaubs@juno.com
Amanda Smith                                                                                       808-0725      smithfamilyfrogs@yahoo.com

Lisa Phillips                                                                                            661-9647                   angelslp@sc.rr.com

SHIELD offers a variety of interesting field trips throughout the school year.  These include various learning opportunities such as science & nature classes, special exhibit museum tours, public facility tours, out-of-town trips, park days, etc.  

Check the SHIELD Encourager Newsletter and your email throughout the year for up-to-date information on field trips, sign ups, deadlines, and contact information.

                                       Please contact one of the coordinators if you have a field trip idea!

                                                     Homeschooling Q & A Forum
Q & A Forum Coordinators:
Contact Information:
Tracy Taylor, Strategy Team Leader                                                                 834-0316
ttaylor24@sc.rr.com

Karen Collins, Communications Team Leader                                                  445-6043
jk-kids@sc.rr.com

Beth Martin, Membership Team Leader                                                    957-6005     
bethsmartin@hotmail.com
Do you have questions to ask, or answers to share, maybe you simply need some encouragement from fellow homeschool parents? SHIELD is comprised of a fantastic mix of long time homeschoolers, brand new homeschoolers and everything in between. Not to mention the various styles of learning, teaching, curriculum, etc. Wow, we have lots to cover! Come and join us for an evening of sharing. 

This is not for “new” homeschoolers only, it is for everyone! Please watch your email and RSVP so that we know how many to set up for.
                             Tuesday September 13, 2011   6:30pm    Lexington Main Library
                                                     Iowa Standardized Testing
Iowa Testing Coordinator:
Contact Information:
Elizabeth Collins                                                                                                 356-5858     aikosmom@sc.rr.com
SHIELD will offer the Iowa Test of Basic Skills in the spring of 2012. Forms for signing up for Standardized Testing will be made available in January around the time of the mid-year meeting.  Contact Elizabeth Collins if you have any questions or would like to help assist with testing.

                                                          April 25- 27, 2012 @ FBC Lexington
Kick-Off Night

Kick-Off Night Coordinators:
Contact Emails:
Tracy Taylor, Strategy Team Leader                                                                 834-0316
ttaylor24@sc.rr.com

Karen Collins, Communications Team Leader                                                  445-6043
jk-kids@sc.rr.com

Beth Martin, Membership Team Leader                                                    957-6005     
bethsmartin@hotmail.com
Once the summer has come to an end and we are ready to begin our new year, SHIELD hosts a Kick-Off Night in August.  At this event, the SHIELD offerings for the coming year are presented to our members.  We have sign-up tables for most activities and a short business meeting.  This is a time to reconnect with other families as we begin our new year of home schooling.  If you have an idea for an event, club, etc. that you would like to see SHIELD offer its members, please let us know.    
                                                              Tuesday-August 9, 2011 @ Riverbend
Lending Library and Used Curriculum Sale

Library Coordinator:
Contact Information:
Jenny Stallings                                                                                                         808-5365    Jen9874@msn.com

Lending Library

Wouldn’t you love to clean out the home school supplies that you no longer or never used?! We’ve got a solution that will bless both you and others! Donate them to the SHIELD library! The SHIELD Library has curriculum and educational resources that may be borrowed by SHIELD members for one month or up to a year. This is a great way to try out curriculum before you decide to purchase it or to save money by using a library item for the entire school year. A list of library items is available at www.shieldonline.org under the resources link.  If you have items to donate, please contact Jenny Stallings. 

Used Curriculum Sale!

Do you have used curriculum that you would like to sell or buy? If so, check out our sale tonight in the Youth Room as well as the online curriculum sale! You can find it at www.shieldonline.org under the resources link.  The sale list will include each item name and description, price, and contact info of the seller. We are always accepting items to be posted on the website. If you would like to advertise items for sale, please contact Jenny Stallings. 
                                     Mid-Year Meeting
Mid-Year Meeting Coordinators:  
Contact Emails: 

Darby Reeves                                                                                                        951-8489     preeves1@sc.rr.com

Leslie Buzzell                                                                                                   359-1934         jlbuzzell@gmail.com



SHIELD recognizes the need for parents to be refreshed at the halfway point in our school year.  In January, we come together at our Mid-Year Meeting for an encouraging and uplifting time. We usually have a speaker that touches on subjects close to a home schooling parent’s heart.  We also enjoy light refreshments and a time to become reacquainted with one another. 

 If you have never attended our Mid-Year Meeting, we encourage you to come this year.  It’s a great way to start off the new year and to begin a new semester of home schooling!  We hope to see you there!

                                                    Date, location and information to be announced

Mom’s Night Out

Mom’s Night Out Coordinator:
Contact Email:


Rebecca Smith
Rsmith71@sc.rr.com
Mom’s Night Out is a get together scheduled each month for home schooling moms to share ideas, find support from each other, meet new ladies that home school, and, most importantly…eat out without having to clean up!   We have had a great time this past year getting to know one another and laughing!  

 Watch your email and the Encourager for dates and locations and please consider joining us this year!

Mother / Son Cookout

Mother / Son Cookout Coordinator:
Contact Email:


Dean Jacobs                                                                                                                           ddddjacobs@msn.com
We will be having a special time for mothers to spend time with their son(s) this fall. We will be dining outside with an array of good food. An outdoor craft & games will be enjoyed. Sit around the campfire for some music and fellowship. Some dutch oven cobbler will finish out our evening. Look for more details in your email and The Encourager to sign-up in October. It will be a time to remember!
  If you are interested in helping with this event in the fall, please contact Dean.

Saturday, November 12th, 2011          4:00-6:00               Location to be announced.
  Student Talent Showcase

Talent Night Coordinator:  
Contact Information:

 Danita Palazzolo                                                                                                      646-7598     ddzolo@sc.rr.com

Have you seen that little girl recite Psalm 23 on GodTube? She is so cute! We know you see things like this at your house – Come and Share!

· To have a place to present your recitation
· To let Grandparents and other family see what we do as homeschoolers!

· To create great home school memories

· To give your student exposure to being in front of a group

· To have a goal for the completion of a project or performance

· To remember all the great things your kids did when they were in the grade school years!

· To look forward to the wonderful opportunities your young ones will have when they reach their high school years!

· To support and encourage one another in this home schooling adventure!

Our hope is that all we do will be to glorify our Lord, the Creator, and Giver of all good things. We want to celebrate all He has done in and through us!

If you are interested in helping with this event in the spring please contact Danita.

Date, time and location to be announced.
THRILL
THRILL Advisory Panel:
Contact Emails:
Michelle Steyne                                                                                                        796-9090    mlsteyne@aol.com

Elizabeth Collins                                                                                              356-5858
aikosmom@sc.rr.com

  

THRILL (Teen Homeschoolers Radically Improving Lexington Lives) is a community service group for 8th-12th graders.  THRILL meetings scheduled for every month alternate between the second Tuesday of one month the second Friday of the next. Each scheduled meeting will allow us to plan the upcoming month's service project.  During each month, students will participate in various service projects. 

 

If you have a teen who feels that God has given him or her a passion for helping others, then this group is for them. The THRILL Advisory Panel (TAP) will assist students through a wide variety of service projects to experience their full potential in pursuit of servant-hood and encourage each of them to develop leadership skills.

 

Membership fees are $10 per student for the year. 
 

We would encourage you to attend the THRILL Kick-Off Meeting.  
                 Teen Behavior Agreement/Parental Consent forms will be available at the THRILL Kick-Off.
 

THRILL Kick-Off Meeting
                                                                           Friday, August 12
2:00-3:00 p.m.

The Harvest Church in Lexington

'Being the hands and feet of Jesus'
Yearbook 
Yearbook Advisory Panel:
Contact Information:
Linda Barnhill, Yearbook Coordinator/Layout Advisor                                   772-3184      elbeemee@gmail.com
Susan Liva, Formal Team Coordinator/Business Advisor                                  359-3415           srliva@juno.com
Wilenda Turner, Photography Advisor                                                     608-8005     wilendasemail@gmail.com
                          (NOTE:  Additional Parents will be on this panel based on student leadership.)
For many years, SHIELD has annually produced a quality yearbook that vaguely reminds you of the ones you had in high school.  Only in this case, our values of home schooling are reflected with pictures of families, vacations, and school days at home.  Unlike most yearbooks, this is NOT for high school only.  We feature all students, kindergarteners to seniors, and the events and clubs that are offered through SHIELD. 

We encourage you to participate.  We will request pictures, artwork, and quotes from the membership of STUDENTS OF ALL AGES throughout the year so we can create a yearbook that reflects YOU!   Please be sure to respond to requests and deadlines made via newsletter and email.

We also encourage your 8th-12th grade students to participate on the Yearbook Staff.  As an advisory panel, we see this as an opportunity for students to express their creativity, learn to work with others, and to develop leadership skills by working on a project from start to finish.  After the first year of learning how things work, students will be eligible to hold leadership positions on the staff.   Be sure to pick up an application to join!  Your student can also earn high school credit for the time spent working on the yearbook.  Ask a panel member for more information.  

We hold monthly meetings and layout sessions, along with periodic training and photo assignments.  Near the 
end of production in February, one week will be set aside for concentrated work and editing on the book.  Your student will be required to participate.  At this point, all staff members (including new ones!) are required to produce at least two pages of the yearbook.  New staff members will be paired with experienced ones, so don’t worry about that!

We will also be holding fundraisers throughout the year to offset the price of the yearbooks.  Our cost is significantly higher than what we charge you.  Please be sure to support us so we can have fun together while keeping the costs for the yearbooks low.
                                                                  Yearbook Kick-Off Meeting
                                                                           Friday, August 26
1:00-4:00 p.m.

Lexington Main Library
DON’T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK AT KICK-OFF FOR $25.

AFTER MID-YEAR MEETING PRICE WILL INCREASE TO $30.

Contact Susan Liva to place your order.
                                                 The Yearbook Picture Days at Studio G will be on
Tuesday, September 27 - Wednesday, September 28 - Thursday, September 29

Tuesday, October 11(Make-up Picture Day)

***There will be a $2 sitting fee per student with a $10 family maximum.

(No sitting fee for SHIELD leadership.)

****Seniors must call Studio G (796-0697) to set up private appointment.
Website
Webmaster:
Contact Information:

Dean Jacobs                                                                                                                         ddddjacobs@msn.com
Check out our website!   www.shieldonline.org

 It is a great way to stay current with upcoming events. You can get contact information, read the newsletter and access any forms you may need.

                                   We need your help!
SHIELD has some great things planned for the coming year!  Some awesome ideas have been talked about by some of our members, and we are going to try to implement as many of them as possible.  One big hurdle that many support groups face, however, is the willingness of people to sacrifice their time to lead in an area.  Each of the areas listed above need assistants or people just willing to give a hand in setting up/cleaning up.  

Too many times we have great ideas for boys’/girls’ clubs, hobby-specific clubs, teen groups, field trips, etc., but we don’t have enough workers to lead.  If you see an area of need within SHIELD, then please be part of the solution.  God has placed different gifts/talents within each of us . . . Share them with your SHIELD family!

We also want you to know that the SHIELD Leadership Team is always available to discuss new ideas or concerns you may have about SHIELD or any of its groups, any decisions made . . .  ANYTHING!  Remember, that we try to do all things to glorify our Heavenly Father and prayerfully consider everything before making decisions on anything . . . from what clubs to who leads in various areas.  We want you, the SHIELD members, to know that we are volunteers here to serve this awesome Christian support group in the best way we know how.  Please always come to us if you have any questions or concerns.  We will make every effort to meet with you, email you, call you, etc . . . . We are here for you!
Tracy Taylor, Strategy Team Leader                                                                 834-0316
ttaylor24@sc.rr.com

Karen Collins, Communications Team Leader                                                  445-6043
jk-kids@sc.rr.com

Beth Martin, Membership Team Leader                                                    957-6005     
bethsmartin@hotmail.com
MAY YOU HAVE A BLESSED SCHOOL YEAR!






